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Ih‘tpmfcss'onal pop-olL, Yrof. Arvthur
Schlesinger Jr., has tur x*cd up on the
opposite- cdxtmml page of the New York
Times to defend that nevspaper’s publi-
calion of bootlegged Pentagon scoret
documents bearing on United States ine
tervention in {he Indoc]n na War,

Bis aetlhod is the curious one of
dredgivg up two news stories published
by Tug Tripuxe 30 years ago and
seeking fo fmply that, whatever the
Times has done now, it is insignificant
compared {o the conduct of Tuw Trin.
ung then. - .

In developing this inferesting
Schlesinger, true to form, has lis facts
alt serambled up. He has always been
a sloppy and slanled higtorian, but on
this cceasion-he excecds himself,

e contrasts the asscried “forbear-

ance” of President JFrankiin Roosevelt
toward Tux Trasuss with (he “lusensi-
tivity” of the Nixon lk[\.; tiaent of
Justice in secking {o enjoin publication
by the Times and ofler newspapers,
All of this would he 1nfurustm” if tvue,
but it is not,
- Tripung stories clted by Schlesinger
are [1] a report of Dec, 4, 1941, detail-
ing Roosevell’s plan to mobilize 10 mil-
lion men for service in a war. in
Furope after he had campaigned a year
before on the pledge that “your boys
are nol going to he sent iato any for-
eign wars”; and*{2] a story of June ¥,
1942, &t the time the United States had
inflicled a smashing defeat on the Jap-
anese fleet at the Pattle of Midway.

Sehlesinger says that the first story
dealt with “secret Army war plans.”
In fact, it was net an opevational plan
at all. Iis principal effect was {o cxpose
Roosevelt’s hypoerisy. '

The second story is described by
Schlesinger as having ‘revealed that
we had breken the seeret Jdapanese
naval cedes,” It did nothing of the soit,
ard not even the Japanese interprelod
it in that Jight. 3f they had, they would
have chmgcd their codes ai; onee, hut
they did not de. so for ahnmt a year
and a half, They did so enly alter the

- conunander of the ccmbuud flcets,
Adm. Yamamoto, was shot down in the
Southwest Pacific by Awerican fighter
planes whose pllofs had been mfouned
of his route.

Tas Trmuxe's Midway story en-

" deavored to reconstruct the battle order
of ihe Japanese naval force sent against
Midway Island. It was a collaieration
between Stanley Johuston, a war corre-

thesis,”

made

spondent who had been present at -the
earlier Battle of the Coral Sea,
Wayne Thomis, aviation editor, At the
time there was nothing in iy censor-
ship 10«‘\1):&(10'1» relating to cstimates of
the strenglh and compogilion of enemy
forces. Johuston picced together his
surimises aboul {he Japanese task force
which approached Midway, using as-
straplions anybody could make.

He knew of pxenom Japanese naval
losses and which carriers had been dam-
aged, He knew what .crui.seys,'supply
Shmq and altack vesscls™ were still
available. He knew the Japanese would
send the cream of the'remaining crop
against Midway, Referving to Jane's
“All the World's J*Jrr)tmr» Ships,” he
a shrewd appreisal of what the
Japaness had sent info aetion, The slory
appeared in 70 newspapers, one of them
in Washington, ' )

‘The Navy Deparlment called Johiislon
and Thomis to Washington, At {he end
of four days of meelings, the admirals
seemed Lo lose interest, assured the two
Trinuxe men they had never doubted
them, angd told them fo forget thc W hoh,
thing.

Theve malters rosl.ed until August,
when  Roosevelt’s
Franeis Biddle, -presumably acting on
While House orders, seid that a federal
graud jury would jnvestigale "l‘m‘ Tuis-
une {o discover whethar action should
be taken for publishing “confidential
information,” The aunotmeement was
unusual in jtself, for {be usual practice
is to give no advance nolice of such
hearings to those they might involve,
Biddle also sent a speeial assistant at-
tomoy general {o Chicago {o direct the
inquiry. .

At the end of asveek, after Johmton
fhomis, . and the managing editor of
Tug Tmrsum:, J. Loy Malongy, had
appeared before the grand jury at their
owh request, the grand jory decided
that no indictment was meritsd or would
be refirned. But it cannet be-said that
the administration hadw't fvied.

It is to- be noted that the Johnstons
Thomis story -made no reference to
codes of any. kind, and the gul d jury
was aware of thw :

The Schlesinger version of this epi-
sode and the saviler slory dealing wilh
the adminislration’s mobilization plan
does net accerd with the facts. He says
that “the Roosevell adiminisration, tho
greatly tempted, took no legal action
agatnst Ve Tranuri: in the ficst in-
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and.

altorney  general,.

stance and, i the second, finally ahan-
]

doned legal action mrocd by the Navy
on a reluctant Department of Justice.”

The crrors in this slatement are mani-
fost. The Navy did net “force” any-
thing. As stated, it had told Johnston
and Thomis fo forget the matter. Reose-
velt’s Justice Depar trent was not “re-
Iuctant,” It followed the bess® orders,
but it did not succeed in making a case.
Tus Twouxk et the fime deseribed
the adminisiration’s action as uolmml_
harassment. e

Schlesinger eaps his ter tuam nccount
by stating, “The f.r«.ct that Nixon’s De-
parbment of Justice has demanded ace
tion against newspapers, where Roose-
velt's Department of Justice, under
greater provocation and in more parleus
times, resisted doing. so indicates, at
least, an ominous insensitivity -to the
First Amendment on the part of the
present a{ton‘oy general, Jehr Mifch-
ell, alas, is no Wrancis B3iddie.”

Thus endeth i'l‘;{’. day’s lesson in dis-
torlion, : -
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